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Introduction

The  theme  of  our  project  is  called  “ Do  we  need  to  keep  pets?”   In  our  work  there  is  an attempt   to answer  this   question.  We  think  it`s  interesting  to  know  how  animals  influence  humans;  why  some  people  like  cats  and  dogs  but  others   parrots  and  hamsters; how  person   tamed  wild  animals  and  what  our  classmates   and  friends  think  of  pets.

The  main  aim  of   the  project  is  to find  out and  to discuss “pluses”  and  “minuses”   of  domestication, how to teach   and  look   after  pets.  What   animals   should  keep?  How  do  they  influence  people? 

What  is  it  necessary  to  know  about  pets?

The objectives of the project are

· to get to know the importance of  domestication 

· to know the rules of taking the pets

Our hypothesis is of two kinds. 

· It is good to keep the pets because they teach us to be kind, tolerant and responsible.   

·   It is bad to keep the pets because  today  to  have  an unusual  pet   is  fashionably. People  often  forget  that  a  little  furry  breather   isn`t  a  nice  toy! 

 We  want  to  discuss  what  people  gain  and  what  they  lose  by  taking  pets. After  this  discussion  we  hope  that  deserted  pets  will  find  their  masters   and  some  people   will  become  more   tolerant  and  kind.

We  set  the  problem  -  to  tell readers  as  much  as  possible  about  the  world  of  domestic   animals, how  to  teach   and  look   after  them. 

We  think  this  theme  is  up-to-date  and  important.   Today   many  famous  people   show    their   favourite  pets,  a  lot  of  pet  shops  offer  us  a  huge  choice  of  animals.  People  often  forget  that  a  little  furry  breather   isn`t  a  nice  toy! It needs  our  permanent  attention, care  and  love.

We   hope  this  project  will  be  interesting  to  all readers.

HISTORY  OF  DOMESTICATION
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   Until  very recently, people  thought  the  dog to be  the  oldest  animal  ever  tamed by men. Bones  of  its  distant  ancestors  were  found  at  the sites of  primeval people, dated  by the stone and ice age. At the same time,  the  latest  zoological  researches  show  it  was not  that long ago. The most  ancient  canine  remnants  were  found in England  and  are  about  10 500  years  old.

At the same time, some sources say that in North America the dog was tamed even earlier than that, by one thousand years, but there are some doubts if the bones were identified correctly. It is also unclear if this ancient dog was a satellite and aide of the man as it is now. There is a possibility that dogs were bred for food. American Aztecs ate dogs, and some Asian people still eat them nowadays. 

Which  animals  were  domesticated  first? According  to  the latest researches – sheep and goats. Ten thousand years ago bulky herds of sheep and goats were already pastured among the hills of Minor Asia (modern Turkey), and from here they eventually spread to other countries. 
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The horse is a relatively young animal (as it was discovered recently). It was tamed in the southern Russian steppes about five thousand years ago.
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Some  scientists  think  that  all  domestic horses originate  from the Przewalski's Horse. There  are  very few of them remaining in the wild (in Mongolia and adjacent  China  regions).

The  odd-toed  gave  two  domestic animals: the  horse and  the  donkey. The donkey  was  tamed  a  little  earlier  than  the horse, four  thousand y ears before our time, in  the  valley of  Nile. Its  ancestor, the  Nubian donkey, still  lives in Africa. Three  thousand  years  ago donkeys  were  already  bred  in the  Southern Europe, and  in the XVI century Spaniards  carried  them  across  the  Atlantics to America.

Cats

Many  zoologists  think that  the wild Egyptian cat, the Bengal cat, the  European and  Far  Eastern cat  are actually variations of  the same species  which finally gave  the  domestic cat. Egyptians  tamed  the  cat  earlier  than  they  started building  their  pyramids  and here  we  have  it now  living  in our homes.
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A cat is one of the most  popular  pets in the world. People really love cats. Cats became domestic animals several t housands   years  ago. It happened in Egypt. Now we know that for the ancient  Egyptians cats were sacred animals.  A cat living in a family was like a personal  god for its members. If a fire broke out in a house, the cat was the first to be rescued. If a cat died through somebody’s fault, that  person could be severely punished.

 Why did they worship cats? We think they did it, because cats are so unusual animals. Their  eyes  shine in the dark; they walk noiselessly  and are  very graceful. But  most  of  all  the ancient  Egyptians  loved cats  for  their  ability to kill  mice  and  rats. 

Cats (especially black ones) were thought to be helpmates of witches and got burnt in large quantities. Russian people  got  to know cats only at the end of the 16th century. 
Since  then cats have become very popular here. Cats  are really amazing animals. But  cats, unlike dogs, do not serve people. Cats  are sure  that people  serve  them.

 We have a feeling that cats think that our job is to care for them. That is true. Cats do only what  they want. They can lie on your laps and purr or lie somewhere on the floor and even not to look in your direction. We still hate it when a cat being called by its owner may not even turn its head. Cats are very willful animals. But despite living by themselves there are many stories telling how cats saved their masters.
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Different  experiments  and researches showed that cats have very positive influences on a man's organism. It is a proven fact that  when  people  stroke a cat, their  blood pressure becomes normal. And  a lot of people  believe that cat can cure. There  is a new direction in medicine, called «cat therapy». The idea of this  method  is simple: you  take a cat  and  start to stroke and play with it. The results  of  cat  therapy  are  quite  impressive. 

There is  another  fact  that  proves extraordinary abilities of cats. Cats can see different  kinds of ghosts and this is really mystic. There are lots of cat breeds. But most  of  all  we  like cats  that do not belong  to any breed. We  think that in case of cats  breeds are absolutely unimportant. We do not understand how people can leave  without  cats. To me a house or a flat without a cat  lacks  for comfort.
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DOGS

The  dog  is a domesticated  form of  the wolf, a member of  the Canidae  family of the  order  Carnivora. The  term is used for both feral and pet varieties. The domestic dog has  been one of the most  widely  kept  working  and  companion animals  in  human history. Amongst  canine enthusiasts, the  word "dog" may also mean  the  male of a canine  species, as opposed to the word "bitch" for the female of  the  species.
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Dogs  perform  many roles  for people, such as hunting, herding, protection, assisting  police and military, companionship, and, more  recently, aiding  handicapped  individuals. This  versatility, more  than almost any other  known  animal, has  given them  the nickname "Man's  best friend" in the western  world. Currently, there  are  estimated  to  be 400  million dogs  in  the  world. 

Over the 15,000 year span that  the dog had been domesticated, it diverged into only a handful  of  landraces, groups of similar animals whose morphology and behavio  have  been  shaped  by environmental  factors  and  functional  roles. As the modern understanding of genetics  developed, humans  began to intentionally breed dogs  for a wide range of specific traits. Through  this process, the dog has developed  into hundreds of varied breeds, and shows more behavioral  and morphological  variation  than any other land mammal. 

Dogs  have lived and worked with humans in so many roles that they have earned the  unique nickname, "man's best friend", a phrase which is used in other languages  as well. They  have  been  bred  for  herding  livestock, hunting (e.g. pointers  and  hounds), rodent control, guarding, helping  fishermen  with  nets, and pulling  loads, in  addition to their roles as companions. 
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HAMSTERS

Hamsters are often used as lab animals in more economically  developed countries. Hamsters  have also become  established as popular  small house pets.
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In the wild, they burrow underground  in the  daylight  to avoid being caught  by predators. Their  diet  contains  a  variety of foods, including  dried food, berries, nuts, fresh  fruits  and vegetables. In the wild they will eat  any wheat, nuts and small bits of fruit and vegetables  that  they might find lying  around on the  ground, and will occasionally eat  small  insects  such  as small  fruit  flies, crickets, and meal  worms. They have elongated fur-lined pouches on both sides of their heads  that  extend to their shoulders, which  they  stuff  full of food to be stored, brought  back to the colony or to be eaten later.

The best-known species of hamster is the Syrian or Golden Hamster, which is the type of hamster most commonly kept as a pet. It is also sometimes called a "fancy" hamster. Pet stores also have taken to calling them "honey bears", "panda bears", "black bears", "European black bears", "polar bears", "teddy bears", and "Dalmatian", depending on their coloration. 

There are also several variations, including long-haired varieties that grow hair several centimeters long and often require special care. Other hamsters that are kept as pets are the four species of "dwarf hamster". Campbell's Dwarf Hamster  is the most common of the four—they are also sometimes called "Russian Dwarfs"; however, many hamsters are from Russia, and so this ambiguous name does not distinguish them from other species appropriately. Hamsters  are  modest  domestic  animals. 

PARROTS
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Parrots  are  popular  as  pets  due to their sociable and affectionate nature, intelligence, bright  colours, and  ability to imitate human voices. The domesticated  Budgerigar, a small parrot, is the most popular of all pet bird  species. 
Parrots  can  make  excellent  companion  animals, and  can  form  close, affectionate  bonds  with  their  owners. However  they  invariably  require  an enormous  amount  of   attention, care  and  intellectual  stimulation  to thrive, akin to  that  required  by a three year old child, which many people find  themselves unable to provide in the long term. 

Parrots that are bred for pets may be hand fed or otherwise accustomed to interacting with people from a young age to help ensure they will be tame and trusting. However, parrots are not low maintenance pets; they require feeding, grooming, veterinary care, training, environmental enrichment through the provision of toys, exercise, and social interaction (with other parrots or humans) for good health. 

Some parrot species can be quite loud, and many of the larger parrots can be destructive and require a very large cage, and a regular supply of new toys, branches, or other items to chew up. The intelligence of parrots means they are quick to learn tricks and other behaviors — both good and bad — that will get them what they want, such as attention or treats.

A common problem is that large parrot species which are cuddly and gentle as juveniles will mature into intelligent, complex, often demanding adults that can outlive their owners. Due to these problems, and the fact that homeless parrots are not euthanized like dogs and cats, parrot adoption centers and sanctuaries are becoming more common.

MONUMENTS   TO   PETS

There  are  a  lot  of  different   monuments  to  pets  in  the  world.
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 Central park, New York, the USA. In the middle of January in  1925  in  small Alaska removed from the entire other world began to burn the epidemic of diphtheria. The period of fitness to the existing vaccine dated 1918 elapsed, and claim for new party entered into Ankoridzh already to closing of the navigation season, when last ship in Nome left from the freezing waters. When several kiddies perished and many were infected and resounded further easily transmitting disease the only therapeutist of town Dr. Curtis Of welch threw into radio-ether desperate call about the urgent need for antidiphtheria serum for the rescuing of children. In the hospital Of Ankoridzh of serum it was in the abundance, but to Nome there were about 955 miles (1528 km). The first batch vaccine in 300 000 units was delivered from Ankoridzh into Nenana by train, but further there was no other way besides as on the dogs.  The final stage of the delivery of vaccine is most vividly illuminated in the press.  Snowstorm during this day raged downright, Kaasen was blinded by snow and wind, which time from time turned over sleighs and brought down from the road. And then driver was entrusted to leader Balto. In the snowstorm they missed the harness of that waiting them in the tundra for the substitution and exhausting march in Nome continued. Kaasen and its harness Balto overcame the last 53 miles of path with the frost of -60*F (- 51*C) and by wind gusts to 70 miles an hour, after bringing precious vaccine saved many children's lives.    
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                              In Moscow, at the station of the metro “Mendeleyevskaya”, is opened the monument to homeless animal as reminding people, that the word “humanity” occurred from the word, which is transferred as “person”. Monument is established here not randomly - literally in two steps from it, in the underground crossing monument is established here not randomly - literally in two steps from it, in the underground crossing.
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 Monument to the loyal friend of Tromso, who waits his owner of seaman on the shore. Norway.

[image: image19.jpg]



 Monument to homeless tomcats Germany, Braunschweig.
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 Monument to tomcat. Barcelona. Spain.
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Monument to the cat, that goes for a walk itself.
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 Monument  to dachshund. Sochi.
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      Monument  to Pavlov  and  to his dog.

When I participate in the experiences, connected with the loss of animal, then I experience enormous regret, that by rough and ignorant hand I break inexpressible artistic organism, that I am the hangman of the living being ", wrote academician in one of his works.  “Ivan Petrovich Pavlov Russia's first appeared with the idea to place monument to dog - as to loyal companion-in-arms and assistant to scientists, tells the director of the museum home Pavlov Natalia Zagrina. - Russian officials perceived idea into the bayonets.  As a result academician Pavlov's troubles Petersburg became the first in the world city, where was established monument to the nameless dog,  that made the contribution to development of the science about the man. It  was in 1935. Monument with the inscription “from rewarding humanity” and to this day can be seen in the court of the institute of experimental medicine.  It created in 1935. sculptor  I. F. Bespalov according to the idea of academician I. P .Pavlov (1849-1936). 

ADVICES

Dogs…

To have a dog in apartment it became almost fashionable. It is necessary to notice that the maintenance of a dog in apartment demands strict observance of the veterinary-sanitary rules shown to owners of animals. 

First of all it is necessary to consider that the constant place for an animal is taken away on the area occupied with its owner. In apartment the stove bench should be built (taking into account the size of a dog) from a wooden frame, it is necessary to fit a cloth or a canvas. For a laying the easy rug or mat which can be shaken out and cleaned is used. 

     In any case it is not necessary to contain a dog in a bedroom, on kitchen, in not having natural light a place, and also near to heating devices, batteries of a central heating, refrigerators, on upholstered furniture, a bed. 

      Cleanliness and a premise it should be observed strictly. Very big inconveniences are felt in apartment where contains dog without its periodic sink. In case an animal long not to wash, on its skin, in wool accumulate dirt, died off particles skin (dandruff). 

You  mustn`t  do:

  1. Do not lock a puppy in a dark premise; do not limit your dog  in movement. It contains growth and development of a puppy, the puppy will be weak and painful.

  2. Do not  adhere  to a puppy. Defects in formation of skeleton and mentality infringement  become  consequences, will  correct  them difficult or even it is impossible.

  3. Do not iron  puppy`s  head and ears.

  4. Do not pull from puppy`s  teeth   the clamped rag, a lead, or a toy. You can spoil  and even to break teeth. 

5. If in a family there are children, do not  allow  them "to drag a puppy on hands".

  6. It is impossible to lift a puppy for forepaws or for a skin. The puppy is still small, muscles and sheaves at it weak and if it to drag, picking up under forepaws, it is very easy to spoil on all life with a dislocation or a strong stretching. 

   7. Do not punish a puppy when it is on "place". The puppy on "place" should not be touched, disturbed and is better not to iron at all. Positive emotions should be connected with "place" only.

 8. Do not awake and do not cause on games of a sleeping puppy: the dream is necessary to a growing puppy.

  9. Do not allow a puppy to do that will be forbidden to it when he will grow: to become on you paws, to climb in bed, to beg for meal. 

 10. Do not allow a puppy to jump on a sofa, an armchair etc. - it can damage to itself (himself) pads.

For health  the dog, good leaving, vaccination, preventive maintenance, physical exercises  is required to a dog and it is a lot  of love  of  the owner. Some  breeds have  specific  problems, illnesses  about which  the  owner  of a dog  should know. A number  of  diseases can be  warned or in time to cure. Therefore  the owner  should  be  more  attentive to a condition of a dog, any  changes in appearance  and  behavior  of  the  favorite  can  testify to  possible disease.

Cats…

Acquisition of a kitten is very responsible step. At first it is necessary to be defined with breed, color or at least long wool. The optimum age in which it is possible to take a kitten home is 3 months. Take care of that a toilet and bowls for meal were easily accessible to the kid. 

At three-monthly age of a kitten it is already possible to impart (except furiousness), but it is impossible to do inoculations during change of a teeth. 

Now, when on the house the small friend walks about it is necessary to get used to move on the house with extra care casually not to attack it and not to pinch a door. 

If you need to disaccustom a kitten to something - never beat him, it you only will intimidate him, and the necessary effect will not achieve. For punishment use strict intonations of your voice as it is possible to splash water or slightly to pull about for шкирку. 

To accustom a kitten to a toilet have patience. If the kid descended by, blot in "its affairs" a napkin, put in its tray and show to it. At all do not punish, and patiently show it its toilet. If all the same it is impossible to accustom a kitten to a toilet, try special means which are on sale in pet-shops. 

Still it is necessary to choose, than to feed a small animal. It can be either natural food or ready forages. Ready forages are convenient in use and already contain all necessary micro- and macro cells, and as vitamins. Ready forages should be chosen hi-class and it is not necessary to feed with cheap, widely advertised forages the house-keeper of a class. 

Physical activity is necessary for a kitten, therefore take care, that it had various toys and as do not forget to play sometimes with it. Try to equip for the pupil its personal berth. If he there does not sleep, try to rearrange it, probably kitten simply does not like its arrangement. As, whether in dependence you will cut to it claws, the device for a point of claws to a kitten is necessary. If you notice at a kitten strange behavior, languid mood, allocation from eyes, a nose or ears, chair change, either any wounds or bruises - immediately address to the veterinary surgeon. 

Here, probably, the basic recommendations about care of a kitten. We hope, your pupil will present to you many happy minutes, and you become for it the reliable friend!

Hamsters…

Feeding of small animals (grain and juicy forages) concerns obligatory and daily leaving. Check of all corners and secluded places in a mink or a cage. It is connected by that hamsters like to hide surpluses of forage (to do stocks). 

The stored grain forage is necessary for checking, as some hamsters are accustomed to mark the stocks urine. The main thing that seeds were not damp, differently they start to grow mould quickly. Therefore try to give so much forage that sufficed an animal per day. 

It is necessary to give a close attention to the green forage; the forage spoilt and failed in a laying is necessary for deleting regularly. 

Daily washing of feeding troughs  and  drinking bowls.

In cage corners where the hamster suited a toilet, it is necessary to delete a damp laying carefully approximately every other day, (under natural conditions hamsters in the dwellings take away a corner under a toilet.) 

Once a week you must  spend a full sink of a cage.

Frequency of "general cleaning" depends on the sizes of a cage, quantity of animals, type of forage and a kind of animals. If you regularly clean a damp laying, the big cages do not require too frequent cleaning. However, with dwarfish hamsters who at correct feeding allocate only very dry dung, it is not necessary to wash containers every week. 

“Minuses” of pets:

1.  You  will  spend  a  lot  of  time  every  day  to  look  after  your  pet.

2. It  also  takes  much  money.

3. Some  members  of  your  family  may  be  allergic  to  pet`s  fur.

4. While  your  pet  grows  up , be  ready   to clean carpets, furniture, shoes . . .

5. Your  pet can  bite  or  scratch  you.

6. Your  pet can suddenly  fall  ill  and  die. So  you`ll  worry  very  much.

“Pluses”  of  pets:

1. No  more  boredom  and  loneliness.

2. They  are faithful  friends.

3. Pets  teach  us  responsibility, to  be  more tolerant.

4. Every  day our pet have to walk. It makes  us healthy.

5. Some  pets can treat  people.

6. Positive  emotions.

What  pets  do  people  get?
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Сonclusion 

Even  though it is not always easy to look after pets, a lot of people cant  imagine their  life without them.

In our project we tried to discuss “pluses” and “minuses” of having pets also we told about special care that some pets need.

Every one chooses an animal according to his like and dislike – some prefer the affection and loyalty of dogs and other the independence of the cats.

Our surveys shows that cats and dogs are the most popular pets. It is not wonder -    

they are the most expressive.  Dogs and cats are for active people. 

Pets teach us to be kind, caring, tolerant and responsible. We hope that some information in the project will help you to decide to choose a pet  if yes, which one.

Pets are not our toys but our small brothers 

“You become responsible, forever, for what you have tamed”

Antoine de Saint-Exupery

“The Little Prince”
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